Marina Farmers Market fights city hail.

By Mike Hyriakou

e aybe some civic leaders found
": aworm in their apple or a

~ pebble in their leftuce; it's

' hard to say. But something

has led the ity of Marina to run against
statewidé trends and requibre individeal
licenises for all vendors 2t its month-old
farmers market,

Everyone's Harvest Certified Farier's
Barket, as it i called, is host o 38 Tocal
farmers and 40 vendors. &t joins the
raneks of stodlar farmer's matkets in
Sajinas, Carmel and Monterey. While
throughout Califernia, merchants are
genetally aBowed to mivve from marker
to market without ptirches.
ing business licenses in sach
city, Mazina has put a pick
irt their path.

The City claims that the
market does not fall inte
“Category 15" of the
municipdl code. This migans
that vendors will not be
allowed to huddie under-
neath an umbrelia license
purchased by the market's
manager. Instead, they each
will have to pay $52 for an
individual Bicense and $25
in yearly fees.

The market’s four man-
agers, inchuding two recent
CSUME graduates Inis
Peppard ar Sarabh Van Der
Stad, have challenged the
city on this point.

“It 38 juist gudrageous,”
says Peppard, wiio ¢laims the market

does fall into Catefrory 15 and doess not |

need licenses. The managers have asked
that the decision be reconsidered at the
next City Counell meeting, but Mayor
Ha Mettee-McCutchon declined them,
saying they would have to meet with
city staff first,

Next week Peppard plans to ask the
staff why Marina dermands individual
licensing when neither California law,
nor other city’s (including Monterey
and Carmel} reguire it.

Lirala B. Dowsing 4t the city Finance
Department said Marina plaris to stand
form on s position.

The low fees Marina vendors would
have to pay for their Hcenses is actually
niot the real issue at hand. In fact, the
licenses have all been purchased. One
city Council member, Bruce Deigado,
was 50 supportive of the market that he
spent $800 out of his own pocket to buy
icenses for all the merchants. (#e surely

Wellimgion's interpretation of the
muticipal code, he feels that ordinantes
should be adjusted to accord with the
rules of countless other California cifies
that have farrmers markets, He believes
the market will bring people and busk
ness to the cify. “Marina of all places,”
he said, “should be leading the way, niot
préventing ie” '

As Peppard sees it, the issue “js not
about money. Its about precedent” She
worries that if iy market 8 the ofe %o
allow lcensing requirements, it-coald
send a dangerous ripple out imto the
wider world of farmer’s markets.

Jamie Collins from Serendipity Farms
in Moss Laniding, who sell§ her live

Jamie Colfins of Serendipity Farms in Moss Landing wishes that the
Blaving Ly Conncll would give focal fanmiers a break, -

organics at the Marina market, says,
“We don’t make mroch,. 1 think they
should give Gs a break.”

For farmers who go from one open-
air market to another, the prospect of
doling ouit cash for nubnerous Heenses
is not attractive. However, the
Finanee Department’s Linda Downing
says Marina's arrangement may be
cheaper than that of the Menterey
farmer’s matket.

S1ill, Peppard thinks that the city has
the wrong 1mpress§onm"”’i‘hey seém 10
think the market 1s there to make g lot
of meney"wwhaie she sees it a service
for the community. In Watsonville,
where 2 farmer’s market began pof fong
ago, city plannérs have taken this view,
actively supporting their matket, even
financially '

Chiarina stifl has not made a final
decision and Peppard Is organiZing her
case. She has received letters of suppozt
from other farmers and farmer’s markets



